
 

Lay advisory group lead  

 

TYPE OF OPPORTUNITY 

Senior lead volunteer 

TIME COMMITMENT 

     Approximately 1 day per month 
pro rata to be agreed with 

role holder 

EXPENSES 

All reasonable  
expenses (such as travel)  

incurred will be reimbursed. 

 

Role purpose 

To ensure that people who are affected by kidney disease influence all aspects of our work and are 
our representation externally to support the aim to bring about change and help transform kidney 
health.  
 

Role summary 

The lay advisory group will help drive and strengthen patient and public involvement within Kidney 
Research UK and provide opportunities to influence change externally to help transform kidney 
health. 
 
The lay advisory group is currently in a period of transition and we will look to the newly appointed 

lead to help steer the development of this group to support the delivery of the charity strategy and 

priorities.  

This role description is a draft format and we would anticipate that the successful candidate would 

help to shape and develop this further.  

This role is a senior volunteer role and will provide effective leadership for the lay advisory group 
and its work.  
 
Along with the support of two deputies, in this role you might expect to: 

Activity   Description   

Actively lead the work of the lay advisory 
group 
 
 

You will work alongside the Public and Patient 
Involvement Officer to:  
 

• shape and develop the future lay advisory group 
to drive public and patient involvement and 
amplify patient voices 
 

• plan future activity of the group in line with 
organisational priorities and strategy  
 

• evaluate the effectiveness of PPI activity and the 
work of the advisory group 
 

• plan the agenda content and chair quarterly 
meetings  
 



• recruit and induct new members to the lay 
advisory group  
 

• support members of the group to complete plans 
and activity set out by the lay advisory group 
 

 

Attend external meetings to represent 
Kidney Research UK and / or to provide a 
patient perspective on issues related to 
kidney research  

You will attend external meetings either on behalf of the 
charity or alongside a senior member of staff, relevant 
to the strategic aims of the charity  
 
 

Lead the research network volunteer group 

and participate in the research grants 

process to ensure that the lay viewpoint is 

included in funding decisions 

 

Take part in the research grants process as; 

• a member of the expressions of interest review 
group 

• a member of the research grants committee 
representing the view of the lay reviewers and 
informing grant funding recommendations 
 

Work alongside the patient involvement 
team and Kidney Research UK to identify 
issues that may need addressing at 
external meetings 

Help identify new ways of working for the lay advisory 
group including advising on what external boards or 
committees we should be a part of and highlighting 
activity for the members to carry out and new 
opportunities to deliver impact 
 

Ensure a patient viewpoint supports the 
development of research and researchers, 
based on lived experience and insight from 
the wider community 
 

Work with or on behalf of other patients to support 
research activity including the review of project 
protocols, patient information, bid submissions and 
consultations 
 

Act as an ambassador of the group at 
meetings and events throughout the 
calendar year 

You may be asked to attend internal or external 
meetings to  

• represent the work of Kidney Research UK from 
a patient perspective 

• represent the importance of research from a 
patient perspective  

• bring the public & patient perspective to strategic 
discussions – internally and externally  

• represent the lay advisory group and comment 
on the activity of the group 

  

Develop interaction between the board of 
trustees and advisory group  
  

You will be required to write and submit a report to the 
Board of Trustees to report on the activity of the group. 
This may include things such as meetings attended, 
new boards we are part of and achievements of the 
members of the group  
  

Promote the work of Kidney Research UK 
to the wider community  
  

  

Act as a media spokesperson  
 

 

   

Your skills and experiences 

  
We are looking for an individual who has… 



 

• Experience of chairing a board or committee 

• Experience of participating or attending professional meetings including reviewing papers 

• Strong and proven leadership skills  

• Strong facilitation skills  

• Excellent written and verbal communication skills 

• Some understanding of the health sector in relation to kidney disease 

• Experience of kidney disease – ideally as someone living with kidney disease, to bring the 

benefit of their lived experience to deliver this role  

 

We also ask that you can attend meetings in person (held at our Head Office in Peterborough or 

at external locations) or online virtually. 

 

 

We will support you by…  

  

• Providing an induction to the charity 

• Giving ongoing support from your key contact at the charity  

• Providing you with regular briefings  

• Offering adhoc training relevant to your role  

• Providing agreed out of pocket expenses such as travel  
 

  

Length of role:  

There is a three-year term of office with an option to stand for re-appointment for a second term of 
three years.  
 

Selection procedure: 

To apply, please submit your CV and a supporting statement outlining your suitability for this role.  
Please send to patients@kidneyresearchuk.org by 1 March 2021 

Applications will be reviewed by a small panel including the chief executive, head of strategic 

planning & change and a patient trustee 

Shortlisted candidates will be invited to an interview to discuss your skills and experience. The 

panel will also be able to provide some more information about the role.  

 

 

mailto:patients@kidneyresearchuk.org

